
Phonics the letter r 

In Nursery we have been introducing a letter sound a week and it would be great to 
continue this while the children are at home in preparation for moving into Reception.  

We use a website called espresso to introduce each sound, the link is below with the 
username and password.  

https://central.espresso.co.uk/espresso/primary_uk/subject/module/frontscreen/item61932/gr
adef/index.html 

Username: student2390 

Password: school  

The letters we have learnt so far are, s,a,t,p,i,n,m,d,g,o,c,k,ck,e,u.   

The letter sound we would have learnt this week is r. If you click on the letter r on the path 
it will play a short video to introduce the letter sound. The children will be very familiar with 
the espresso clip format and dog called Scrap. The clip is a good way good to show you 
how we form the letter and model the correct sound.  

After watching the clip children could practise writing the letter using pens, chalks, paint, 
crayons, water on the floor outside etc. Try to encourage correct formation. You could also 
find things around the house beginning with that letter and label them with a post it note or 
take photos of them. If children are finding it hard to identify words beginning the letter you 
could find some things e.g. rabbit, rock, rocket, rainbow and hide them for your child to 
find.  

We also use the jolly phonics rhymes and actions.  
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Try some of the initial sound activities on the link below. As an extension children can try 
blending games (these will be quite tricky for most children). 

https://central.espresso.co.uk/espresso/primary_uk/subject/module/activity_index/item61932/gra

def/index.html 

 

Some children are not yet ready to hear the initial sounds in words particularly our January 
starters. We would still be working on developing listening skills with these children if we 
were at school. I have included a sheet of activities to try to develop listening skills. These 
activities will be appropriate for all Nursery children.  
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