
Reception Weekly Planner w/b 6.4.2 

Please find below some suggestions for more focused activities you could complete with your child below while we are not at 

school. These activities are for the week beginning 6th April. These activities cover all the areas of learning. Please do as 

little or as much as you would like with your child over the week. The best way is to do one or two activities per day. These 

are suggestions for things to do in addition to those in your child’s Busy Book.  

Please put any completed work or photos into your child’s Busy Book as Mrs Callaghan and Miss Ings would love to see what 

you have done when we get back to school. 

If we had been in school we would have continued our topic of Under the Sea and we would have learnt about the 

celebration of Easter. Please use the newsletter “Under the Sea” for extra ideas if you would like them. We will continue 

this topic for the next 2 weeks and will then give you a new newsletter for our next topic along with some more suggestions 

for weekly activities. We hope this is helpful. 

Mrs Callaghan and Miss Ings 

 

Curriculum 

Area 

Activity Notes for Parents 

English – 

Reading 

 Read a reading book to an 

adult at least 3 times over 

the week 

 

 Listen to a story read by 

an adult set under the sea 

and then draw a picture 

Ask your child questions about the story and characters. e.g. who do you like in the 

story? Why did they do that? What do you think will happen next? Can you spot any 

tricky words in the story?  

 

Ideas for books include “The Singing Mermaid “ by Julia Donaldson/ “Mister Seahorse” 

by Eric Carle/ “The Rainbow Fish”, by Marcus Pfister and J Alison James. Can your 

child talk about the story after you have read it to them? Can they add extra details 

into their picture and colour it in the right colours? 

http://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/rainbow-fish-marcus-pfister/1100058470?ean=9781558580091


showing your favourite 

part of the story  

 

English – 

Writing  

 Write independent 

sentences to describe a 

creature that lives in the 

sea (e.g. a crab/ a shark/ 

a mermaid) 

Encourage your child to use the phonics that they know to help them to write. Your 

child should say the sentence they want to write aloud and count on their fingers how 

many words they need to write. Your child should then say each word aloud one at a 

time and listen carefully to the sounds they can hear within the word. It does not 

matter if they cannot her them all. Your child should then write the sounds they can 

hear down to form each word.  E.g. your child might write  

a  crb  hs  a  big  shel.  (a crab has a big shell)  

Encourage your child to write on their own as much as possible. They should be able to 

use finger spaces between each word and a full stop to end their sentence. Your child 

should be able to write about 4 or 5 independent sentences and then read them back to 

you.  

 

Extra support 

If your child finds writing hard, encourage having a go and writing the beginning or end 

sounds only that they can hear e.g.  

a   c  s  a  bg  l   (a crab has a big shell)  

 

Challenge 

If your child finds this easy you can extend them by encouraging independent writing 

at length, spelling words they know correctly (especially tricky words) and using capital 

letters to start sentences and for names.  

 

 Remember writing at this age is tricky and it is important to be positive. If your 

child has a good try, give them lots of encouragement and praise.  

 

 



English - 

Phonics 

 Practise being able to 

read and write the sounds 

sent home by your phonics 

teacher last half-term 

Please use the last phonics pack sent home from your child’s Phonics teacher to know 

which sounds they have learnt at school.  

 

Your child should be able to look at the individual letter (e.g. e / s/ m) or digraph (2 

letters that make one sound e.g. sh / ch / ee) or trigraph (3 letters that make one 

sound e.g. igh  /  ure  /ear) and say the sound. Remember it is important to only say 

the sound only ONCE as this will help your child with their reading/blending  

 

Your child should also be able to write the individual letter sound/digraph or trigraph 

if you give them the sound and action.  

 

Maths   Count back from 20 to 

zero without help. Be able 

to say the number that is 

one less than a number.  

Play games to help counting back e.g. hide and seek. Counting from 20 to zero to help 

your child count back.  

Count backwards as you go up and down the stairs at home 

Order numbers and say them backwards first looking at the numbers and then closing 

your eyes. 

 

Extra support 

If your child finds this hard – use numbers to 10 

 

Challenge 

If your child finds this easy – use numbers to 30 or to 100 if able. Can your child count 

back from different starting numbers e.g. count back from 37? Count back from 26?  

 

Personnal, 

social and 

emotional 

development  

 Play a board game with 

your family and follow the 

rules, taking turns fairly  

 

Make sure that your child is able to take turns and is beginning to learn that they 

cannot always win and how to cope with their feelings when they do not win the game 



Physical 

Development  

Fine Motor skills  

 cut with scissors to make 

a picture or collage of life 

under the sea  

Gross Motor Skills  

 Throw and catch using a 

large ball  

Draw shapes on paper for your child to cut out and stick and create a sea scene 

together. Encourage your child to hold their scissors correctly and cut out carefully on 

the lines, taking their time and not rushing so that they cut neatly.  

 

 

Play games throwing and catching a large ball. How many times can you throw and catch 

it without dropping it? Challenge : how far can you stand away from each other without 

letting the ball drop?  

 

Communication 

and Language 

 Learn an Easter poem by 

heart  

 
 

Understanding 

the World 

 

 Find out some facts about 

your favourite sea 

creature  

Encourage your child to chose their favourite creature that lives under the sea and use 

books or the internet together to find some simple facts about it. You could use 

KIDREX as child friendly search engine.  

 

Challenge : can your child draw and label their favourite sea creature or write some 

sentences showing the facts they found out. 

 



Expressive Art 

and Design  

 create an Easter picture 

or an Easter card  

Work together to create an Easter picture or an Easter card. Use crayons/felt 

tips/paint and get creative together. You could draw a bunny/chick/egg. You could even 

hard boil and egg and decorate it.  

 

Characteristics 

of Effective 

Learning  

Playing and Exploring 

 Be curious and use your 

senses when playing at 

home 

These are skills that will help your child to be a lifelong learner. Encourage your child 

to be curious about the world around them and explore through play….e.g. what can 

they find out using touch around your garden? Let them touch soil or sand. How does it 

feel? What can they make it do? What happens if you add water? How do bubbles feel 

in the bath? Encourage your child to use their senses as often as possible….can they 

smell something cooking? What might it be?  

 

 


