
Please find below some suggestions for activities you may like to do with your child at home this week 

“A Pirates Life for Me!” 

 

Curriculum 

Area 

Activity Notes for Parents 

English – 

Reading 

 Read a reading book 

to an adult at least 3 

times over the week 

 

 Read tricky words 

(see attached 

sheets) 

Stop the story in the middle. What do they think will happen at the end? Can your child 

explain why they think this? 

 

 

Mrs Lewis’s and Miss Ing’s phonics group = Reception Reading Phase 3 

Read the tricky words and colour the pirate treasure picture correctly  

                                    

Mrs Callaghan’s phonics group = Reception Reading Phase 4  

Read the tricky words and follow the pirate treasure trail 

Challenge – If your child can read Phase 4 on their own with no support – you could use the 

activity Phase 5 tricky words to spot  

          

English – 

Writing  

 Imagine you are a 

pirate and write 

about what you would 

do and what you 

would wear. 

Talk to your child and help them to imagine what they might wear and do if they were a 

pirate. Get your child to draw a picture of themselves as a pirate on the attached writing 

sheet “If I was a Pirate” and colour it in (this will help give them ideas for their writing) 

 

Writing sentences  

Write sentences to describe themselves as a pirate. What are they wearing? Have they got 

a hat or eye patch? What would they do? Will they get any treasure?  

 

Encourage your child to use the phonics that they know to help them to write. Your child 

should say the sentence they want to write aloud and count on their fingers how many words 



they need to write. Your child should then say each word aloud one at a time and listen 

carefully to the sounds they can hear within the word. It does not matter if they cannot her 

them all. Your child should then write the sounds they can hear down to form each word.  E.g. 

your child might write  

I hav a pirate hat.  (I have a pirate hat)  
Encourage your child to write on their own as much as possible. They should be able to use 

finger spaces between each word and a full stop to end their sentence. Your child should be 

able to write about 4 or 5 independent sentences and then read them back to you.  

 

Extra support 

If your child finds writing hard, encourage having a go and writing the beginning or end 

sounds only that they can hear e.g.  

I h a pt ht  (I have a pirate hat) 
Challenge 

If your child finds writing easy you can extend them by encouraging them to use adjectives 

to describe in more detail.   

Encourage your child to write at length, spelling words they know correctly (especially tricky 

words) and using capital letters to start sentences and for names.  

 Remember writing at this age is tricky and it is important to be positive. If your 

child has a good try, give them lots of encouragement and praise. 

 

English - 

Phonics 

 Play I spy using the  

phonic sounds they 

know  

Mrs Lewis Phonics group  

Play I spy using individual letter sounds e.g. I spy with my little eye something beginning with 

“b” “m”  

 

Miss Ings Phonics group  

Play I spy using individual letter sounds and digraphs (2 letters that make a sound) e.g. I spy 

with my little eye something beginning with “b” “m” “ch” “sh” “th” 



Mrs Callaghan’s Phonics group  

Play I spy using digraphs at the beginning/middle and ends of words (digraphs are 2 letters 

that make a sound) e.g. I spy with my little eye something beginning with “ch” “sh” “th” 

I spy with my little eye something ending in “ch” “th”  

 

Maths 

(Number) 

 Add and subtract to 

20 and use + - and = 

signs to record  

Add and subtract two single digit numbers to 20 by writing them a sum e.g. 6 + 4 = 

12 – 7 =  

Encourage your child to copy the sum out themselves and then count out or take away 

objects to find the answer. You could use pencils, crayons, toy cars.   

 

If your child finds this tricky 

Add and subtract using numbers to 10 

 

Challenge 

If your child finds this easy, can they use a ruler to count backwards and forwards to take 

away and add. If this is easy can they use numbers to 30. 

 

Maths (Shape 

space and 

Measure)  

 Name and describe 

common 2D shapes  

 

Use the attached sheet to look at common 2D shapes. Can you go on a shape hunt around 

your house or garden? Which shapes can you find and name? Can you make a list of all the 

shapes you found?  

 

Complete the Pirates shape sheet.  

 

Challenge 

If your child finds this easy – can they describe the 2D shapes using the correct language. 

Do they know what a 2D shape is? Can they count the corners and sides and make a chart of 

how many shapes they found and record which they found the most and least? Can your child 

make 2D shapes using playdough? Can they draw 2D shapes?  

 



Personal, social 

and emotional 

development  

 Talk about their 

feelings in different 

situations 

Use the attached feelings faces. Can your child explain how the face is feeling e.g. 

sad/angry/happy? Can they explain how they know. Encourage your child to make a face to 

show these feelings.  

Can your child tell you when they feel the same as the faces? What makes them happy? 

What makes them angry or sad. How do they make themselves feel better when they are sad 

or upset?   

 

Physical 

Development  

Fine Motor skills  

 Colour pirate 

pictures in neatly 

within the lines  

 

 

Gross Motor Skills  

 Roll a ball  

Use the pirate colouring sheets to colour a neat picture. Encourage your child to think about 

the colours they are using to make their pictures look realistic. Encourage your child to work 

slowly and stay within the lines.  

 

 

 

Play games that encourage your child to roll a ball accurately. Can your child roll a ball 

accurately by sitting on the floor and pushing it with both hands? Can they aim the ball to 

roll into a pot or to hit a target?  

Challenge : Can your child roll a ball with control with one hand ? Can they move further 

away from the target and still aim accurately.  

 

Communication 

and Language 

 Make a pirate mask 

and pretend to be a 

pirate. Talk like a 

pirate for the day 

 

Encourage your child to pretend to be a pirate. What might they say? Can they talk like a 

pirate for the day?  

Use the attached “Talk like a Pirate Guide” for some ideas!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Understanding 

the World 

 

 Explore which 

materials are best 

for making a floating 

pirate ship 

Fill the sink or a bucket or bowl with water. What would be the best material for a pirate 

ship? Find different objects made of different materials around the house and garden and 

see which float and which sink by putting them into the water and seeing what happens. You 

could use wood/paper/metal/plastic etc Can your child suggest which materials are good at 

floating and would make a good pirate ship. 

 

Can you make a ship out of a ball of plastciene and make it float? Explore what shape the 

plasticene needs to be?   

 

Expressive Art 

and Design  

 Make a pirate hat Use the attached instructions to make a pirate hat by folding paper. Encourage your child to 

decorate their hat. What could they put on it. Mrs Callaghan, Miss Ings and Mrs Lewis would 

love to see photos!  

 

Characteristics 

of Effective 

Learning  

Active Learning 

 I keep focus on an 

activity I enjoy for a 

long period of time 

 

 

Can your child tell you about Mr Busy? He is a good learner 

because he concentrates for a long time.  
 
 
 
 

 
 

Encourage your child to develop their attention and concentration skills this week. What 

activities do they enjoy and will sit and complete for a long time? Encourage your child to 

develop the length they stay at one activity by joining in with them to make them try for a 

little longer. You could complete a jigsaw together or play a game from beginning to end 

together or work on a picture or model together.  

 

If your child is able to sit and focus for a long time can they do this when the activity 

becomes challenging or difficult? Do they walk away when it becomes hard? Give your child a 



hard challenge e.g. can they complete a jigsaw without any adult help? Can they read a book 

from beginning to end on their own? Remember this is a hard skill. Encourage your child by 

praising them and reminding them to be like Mr Busy like they do at school.  

 


