
Please find below some suggestions for activities you may like to do with your child at home this week.  

Please feel free to email any work done by your children to Mrs Callaghan or Miss Ings. We would love to see it! 

 

“A Pirates Life for Me!” – week 2 

 

Curriculum 

Area 

Activity Notes for Parents 

English – 

Reading 

 Reading Challenge 

Read and share as 

many books with an 

adult as you can this 

week 

 

Print the pirate reading record sheet and record all the books that you share with an adult 

this week. How many can you read yourself to a grown-up? How many books can you listen to 

when an adult reads to you. Record all your reading. You could email your sheet to Mrs 

Callaghan or Miss Ings to show us how many books you have shared. Your challenge is to 

share 6 books before Sunday?  

English – 

Writing  

 Write sentences 

about the pirate 

picture (see 

attached sheet 

English writing 

pirate picture) 

Look at the pirate picture together and talk about it. What can your child see? Encourage 

your child to look closely at the picture. What colours are there? What size are objects 

they can see? What do you think the pirate is doing?  

 

Writing sentences  

Encourage your child to have a go at writing on their own.   

 

Encourage your child to use the phonics that they know to help them to write. Your child 

should say the sentence they want to write aloud and count on their fingers how many words 

they need to write. Your child should then say each word aloud one at a time and listen 

carefully to the sounds they can hear within the word. It does not matter if they cannot her 



them all. Your child should then write the sounds they can hear down to form each word.  E.g. 

your child might write  

The prt shp has a flg.  (The pirate ship has a flag.)  
Encourage your child to write on their own as much as possible. They should be able to use 

finger spaces between each word and a full stop to end their sentence. Your child should be 

able to write about 4 or 5 independent sentences and then read them back to you.  

 

Extra support 

If your child finds writing hard, encourage having a go and writing the beginning or end 

sounds only that they can hear e.g.  

 
Challenge 

If your child finds writing easy you can extend them by encouraging them to use adjectives 

to describe in more detail - e.g. Inside the treasure chest there is sparkly gold treasure. 
Encourage your child to write at length, spelling words they know correctly (especially tricky 

words) and using capital letters to start sentences and for names.  

 

 Remember writing at this age is tricky and it is important to be positive. If your 

child has a good try, give them lots of encouragement and praise. 

 

English - 

Phonics 

 Work on Phonics set 

by your child’s 

phonics teacher 

Mrs Lewis Phonics group  

Practise the vowel sounds “ai” and “ee” that you learned with Mrs Lewis in school. Can you say 

the sounds and make the actions? Can you complete the attached sheet Phonics Mrs Lewis 

phonics group. Can you think of any more words that have these sounds and write them in 

your busy book?  

Miss Ings Phonics group  



Read the story – attached sheet Phonics Miss Ing’s group. How many words in the story 

can your child find with the igh trigraph (a trigraph is 3 letters that make 1 sound.) Can you 

think of any other words with igh? Can you write a sentence with igh words or draw pictures 

and label them? Make sure you spell the igh words you use correctly. 

 

Mrs Callaghan’s Phonics group  

Use the attached Phase 4 Phonics sheet. As part of Phase 4 your child should be able to read 

consonant blends (2 consonants next to each other in words) e.g. flop   stem    risk 

Get your child to read the sentences and match them to the correct picture.  

 

All Phonics Groups 

Remember to keep practising reading and writing all the sounds sent home in your child’s 

individual phonics pack last term.  

 

Maths 

(Number) 

 Be able to double 

numbers  

Look at the attached sheet Pirate Doubles. Talk about how doubling something means you 

add the same number again e.g.   

 

Double 2 =   add = 4  

 

 

 

                                         2                               add                         2                          = 4 

 

Get your child to draw double the coins in the treasure chests then count how many there 

are altogether.  

 

If your child finds this tricky 

Use numbers to 5 and double practically. Can you double 3 cars by counting the cars out? 

Challenge 



If your child finds this easy, can they double numbers without using equipment? Can your 

child say if the answer is an odd or an even number?  

 

Maths (Shape 

space and 

Measure)  

 Use language to 

describe the position 

of an object 

Can your child use positional language to describe where an object is? 

 

Play a game with a toy (you could use a picture of a pirate!). Put the toy inside a box. Get 

your child to describe where the toy is using correct language e.g.….my toy is inside or in the 

box.  

Move the toy to different places – can your child use language including……under/on/next 

to/behind/in front of/between  

 

Challenge 

If your child finds this easy – play a game of hide the toy. Get your child to hide a toy and 

then write a clue for you to help you to find it without giving anything away..  

E.g. my teddy is inside something blue. 
My teddy is behind something square shaped.  
 

Personal, social 

and emotional 

development  

 Use finger puppets 

to make a pirate 

play.  

Draw some pirate pictures or use the attached sheet PSED stick puppets. Attach the 

pirates onto lolly sticks and encourage your child to make a play using the pirates. How do 

they talk to each other? Can the pirates say how they are feeling? Can they have an 

adventure?  

 

 

Physical 

Development  

Fine Motor skills  

 Use scissors to cut 

out a pirate 

 

 

Use the attached sheets Physical Cut and Stick Pirates. Cut out a pirate using scissors and 

use either split pins or glue to attach the arms and legs. Can you name your pirate! 

 

 

 



Gross Motor Skills  

 Travel like a pirate 

in different ways  

Make an obstacle course in your garden or house. Can you travel in different ways around 

your obstacle course? Can you travel under something on your tummy? E.g. chair legs. Can you 

jump over a chalk line on the floor and land on two feet? Can you run or skip between two 

large obstacles? Can you balance along a chalk line without falling like a pirate walking the 

plank?  

 

Communication 

and Language 

 Listen with care to a 

story and be able to 

talk about the 

events and 

characters.  

Get your child to listen to an adult reading a story. It is important to pick a story that your 

child does not already know so they must listen carefully. E.g. “Penguins Make Bad Pirates” 

on You tube. Explain at the beginning that your child needs to listen with care as you will ask 

them questions at the end to see if they have listened.  

 

At the end of the story ask your child answer questions about it? 

 

E.g. For “Pirates Make Bad Penguins” 

What happened in the story at the start/middle/ending? 

What was the name of the pirate captain? 

Why did he travel to the Pole? 

Why did the other pirates leave his ship? 

What did the penguins make at the end of the story? 

If you were the pirate captain what would you make? 

 

Understanding 

the World 

 

 Explore materials 

that absorb and hold  

water  

Pirtaes spend a lot of time on the water. What can you find out about water?  

Put a sponge into water and see what happens? Where does the water go? Squeeze the 

sponge out and measure how much water it held. Which other materials do you think can hold 

water? Which materials don’t hold any water? Try out all your ideas. You could do this as a 

fun activity in the bath! 

 

Expressive Art 

and Design  

 Make a treasure map 

 

See atached sheet EAD create your own treasure map 



 

 

 

 

 

 Learn to sing a 

pirate song 

Get creative together. Can you draw an island? What is on your island? Where is the 

treasure buried? Find out how pirates show where they bury their treasure with a red cross. 

We would love to see some of your designs – you can email us your treasure maps for us to 

look at! 

 

  

Learn a pirate song! Do you know any pirate songs you can your family could sing together? 

Can you learn a new song – see atached sheet I’m a pirate song   

 

Characteristics 

of Effective 

Learning  

Creating and Thinking 

Critically  
 

 I enjoy thinking of 

my own ideas and 

then creating them  

 

 

 

  
 

Can your child tell you about Mr Clever and Mr Adventure? Mr Clever is a good learner as he 

has his own ideas and Mr Adventure decides how to do thimgs all by himself.  

 

 

Encourage your child to develop their creative and independent skills this week.  

Can they be creative and make a model using cardboard/paper/crayons or other things you 

might have available or can they use construction sets e.g. lego or blocks to make a model.  

 

Encourage your child to decide what to make by themselves and allow them to atatch things 

to their model using their own ideas. Do they use their imagination to build and make?  

 



If your child has a problem whilst creating e.g. something wont stick with the glue they are 

using or they can’t find the right colour felt tip -  do they persevere and chose another way 

to make their model. Do they have their own ideas on how to mend something or make it 

stronger or better?  

  

Encourage your child to tell you all about their model when they have finished. You could ask 

them if they had any problems making it? Did it turn out like they hoped?  

  

 


