
To parents, 

This week we are starting a new topic in Reception. If we had been in school, we would have started our 

topic “Reception on Tour.” This topic covers learning about the children’s local environment and the places 

where they live and the area around school and comparing these to two very different countries/places in 

the world. 

For the first week, we would have been learning about the place where the children live and come to 

school and also about London as our capital city.  

Please find below some suggestions for activities you may like to do with your child at home this week 

around this new topic.  

Please feel free to email any work done by your children to Mrs Callaghan or Miss Ings on 

valerie.callaghan@princefield.staffs.sch.uk 

lisa.ings@princefield.staffs.sch.uk 

We would love to see your children’s work! We hope you enjoy this new topic! 

Mrs Callaghan, Miss Ings and Mrs Lewis 

 

“Reception on Tour” – week 1 
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Special Occasion : VE Day 

Did you celebrate VE day? Can you draw a picture or write about what you did? 

You could make and decorate some cakes or biscuits and decorate them with the colours of the Union Jack flag. You could make some 

bunting or draw a picture of the soldiers in the war and how they helped us or make them a thank you card.   

 

Curriculum 

Area 

Activity Notes for Parents 

English – 

Reading 

 Listen carefully to a 

radio story  

Listen to a radio story. There are lots of radio stories to listen to on CBeebies radio. Pick a 

story together and see if your child can listen carefully to the story.  

 

When the story is finished, can your child either write some sentences about the story or 

draw a picture to show what happened in the story? Can your child name and draw the main 

characters?  

 

Questions for your child after listening. Did you like the story? Why? Who were the 

characters in the story? Why do you think they behaved that way? Do you think the story 

was happy or sad? Would you like to have an adventure like that?  

 

 If you don’t have access to CBeebies you could read your child a story and then ask 

them questions about the story they heard from you.  

English – 

Writing  

 Write a postcard to 

show the amazing 

place where you live 

Talk to your child about postcards and how they show a picture of a place and some writing 

about the things people can do there. Encourage your child to draw a picture of their house 

or the street they live in. Then use their picture to write a postcard to Mrs Callaghan or 

Miss Ings to tell us about your home. Your child could describe their home. What makes it 

special? Who lives there? Which room is your child’s favourite? Can your child describe their 

street? 



You could use the attached sheet – English postcard writing or just use paper you have at 

home.  

 

Writing sentences  

Encourage your child to have a go at writing on their own.   

Encourage your child to use the phonics that they know to help them to write. Your child 

should say the sentence they want to write aloud and count on their fingers how many words 

they need to write. Your child should then say each word aloud one at a time and listen 

carefully to the sounds they can hear within the word. It does not matter if they cannot her 

them all. Your child should then write the sounds they can hear down to form each word.   

 

 Remember writing at this age is tricky and it is important to be positive. If your 

child has a good try, give them lots of encouragement and praise. 

  

Phonics   Work on Phonics set 

by your child’s 

phonics teacher 

Mrs Lewis Phonics group 

Learn to identify/read and write the oo digraph. Make the sound and action for ‘oo’ they 

make a long sound (as in tooth) and a short sound (as in book). Can you think of any words 

with the oo digraph? Complete the sheets attached Mrs Lewis Phonics group oo Can you 

write any words containing ‘oo’ in sentences?  

 

Miss Ings Phonics group  

Look at the trigraph ‘igh’ (remember a trigraph is 3 letters together that make one sound. 

Can your child make the sound and the action? Can they write the ‘igh’ sound? Can you find 

words with the ‘igh’ sound in them? Use the attached sheet Miss Ings Phonics Group igh to 

find and colour real and nonsense words using the ‘igh’ trigraph.  

 

Mrs Callaghan’s Phonics group – vowels and consonants 

Ask your child to remember when we looked at the whole alphabet. Can your child say (or 

sing) the alphabet in the right order? Can they remember which letters were vowels and 



which were consonants? Use the attached sheet Mrs Callaghan’s phonics – remembering 

vowels to help you. Can your child remember the angry elephant? 

Can your child remember the letter that wanted to be a vowel and that can sometimes make 

a vowel sound? (shy y) Remember that even though y can make vowel sounds it is still a 

consonant (e.g. shy  fly   try)  

Can you play a game this week with your child – say a letter and can your child say if it is a 

vowel or a consonant. You could have a word hunt – can you find any words that don’t have any 

vowels at all? Look out for shy y!!!  

 

All Phonics Groups 

Remember to keep practising reading and writing all the sounds sent home in your child’s 

individual phonics pack last term. If you have completed reading tricky words and your child 

can spell them, please email your child’s class teacher and they can let you know what to 

move onto next.  

 

Maths 

(Number) 

To order large and small 

numbers and find numbers 

in the environment 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What number is on your house? Which digits are in your house number? If your home does 

not have a number can you see any other numbers in your street or near to where you live?  

 

If you are able to safely go for a walk, can you collect some numbers that you see. Can you 

spot numbers on signs or car number plates or other houses? Can you make a list of 10 

different numbers that you find?  

 

Can you order the numbers you found? Which is the largest number? Which is the smallest 

number? You could draw some houses and write the numbers you found on them. Can you 

make a street – can you order the houses from smallest to largest in your street?  

 

If you are unable to go for a walk can you think of some numbers of your own to use?  

 

If your child finds this tricky 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Colour by numbers  

Use numbers to 10 or 20.  

 

Challenge 

If your child finds this easy, can they use larger numbers to 100 and maybe beyond? Can 

they say which numbers are odd or even? Can they explain why they are odd or even? Is your 

house number an odd or even number?  

 

 

Can you colour a house or a home by completing the add or subtract sums? See attached 

sheets Maths colour by numbers homes  

 

 

Maths (Shape 

space and 

Measure)  

 Use everyday 

language to describe 

distance 

Can you draw some things that are “near” and some things that are “far away” and label 

them? E.g. near objects could be things that your child can see clearly in front of them 

(often your child can touch them) and far away objects cannot be touched (e.g. a house in 

the distance, the sky, the moon.) 

 

Which place is near, and which is far away? Is Penkridge near or far? How would we get 

there? Is London near or far? How would we get there? Is the moon near or far? How would 

we travel there? Can your child look at a globe/map with you? Can you find any places are 

near to us and can you find any that are far away? Have you been to any far away places?  

 

Challenge 

Can you look at different ways of measuring near and far? Explore using centimetres for 

things that are near and miles for things that are far away. Can you do any measuring this 

week of near and far objects?  

 



Personal, social 

and emotional 

development  

 How to recognise 

and manage our 

feelings (being 

happy) 

 

 

 

Talk with your child about how feelings are important. Talk about feeling happy. When does 

your child feel happy? What does your face look like when you are happy? Does your child 

have a favourite place where they feel happy?  

Get your child to draw themselves being happy and talk about what they have drawn. Talk to 

your child about how being happy is important and help them to recognise the things and 

people that make them happy.  

 

Physical 

Development  

Fine Motor skills  

 Can you colour neatly 

within the lines?  

 

 

 

Health and Self-Care 

 Exercise daily in 

order to keep 

healthy  

Last week it was VE day. What did it celebrate? Can you colour the picture from the 

attached sheet “PD VE Day colouring” neatly? Can you use a range of colours and can you stay 

in the lines? Remember you could use any picture of your own to colour or even draw a 

picture of your own! You could draw your house or your garden or even a picture of a place 

you have travelled to.  

 

Encourage your child to keep an exercise diary for a week. Can you record some form of 

exercise every day? You could do 10 star jumps every day, you could go for a walk around 

your garden, you could play football or throwing and catching with your family. Try and draw 

a picture of the exercise you do everyday for a week or collect stickers to show what you 

have done. How much can you do in a week. Encourage your child to talk about why exercise is 

important for our bodies.  

 

Communication 

and Language 

 Describe a local 

journey that your 

child is familiar with, 

using lots of details.  

Use your speaking and describing skills this week. Get your child to describe a local journey 

that they are familiar with e.g. their journey to school or the journey to visit their 

grandparents or friends or a journey to travel to the shops.  

 

Encourage your child to tell you about their local journey giving as much detail as possible. 

Can your child talk about the things that they pass on the way……..friends houses? The 

church or railway or shops?  How do they travel by car/walking/on a bike? Is the journey a 

short one or long one?  

You could draw a map together to help your child to remember what they see or pass.  



 

Understanding 

the World 

 

 Find out about the 

place that you live 

and know the name 

and some things 

about our capital 

city (London) 

Can you find out about the place that you live this week? Look at a map and see if you can 

find out about the place where you live and go to school. Do you go to school in the same 

place that you live? Do you live in a town or a village? Do you like living in that place? Why? 

What does your home town or village have? Does it have shops? A church? A park? You culd 

draw a picture of the town/village where you live and some of the things that are there or 

even write some sentences about it. Can you draw or write about why it is a great place to 

live? 

 

Look at a map and find England. Can you find where you live? Can you see that we are an 

island? Can you see the sea? Do you know the name of our capital city London? What do you 

know about London already? Have you ever been there? Can you use books or the internet to 

find out even more?  

 

Challenge 

Can you compare where you live to London. How is it the same? How is it different? Can you 

write or draw some similarities and differences?  

 

Expressive Art 

and Design  

 Colour the Union 

Jack Flag 

 

 

 Design your own flag 

to represent your 

home 

 

 

 Learn to sing a new 

song 

See atached sheet EAD union jack flag. Which colours do you need to use? Can you copy 

the colours from a picture you find of the flag?  

 

 

Get creative and design your own flag for your home. What is special to your family e.g. a 

pet? your brothers and sisters? What does your family like to do? Can you add these special 

things to your own flag?  

 

 

Learn a new song! See attached sheets  

The transport song  



Around my home song  

 

Characteristics 

of Effective 

Learning  

Creating and Thinking 

Critically 

 
 I can make links in 

my learning  

 

 

 

 

 Can your child tell you about Little Miss Brainy? Little Miss Brainy  is a good learner as she 

is able to make links in her learning and notices patterns when she plays.  

 

This week encourage your child to notice patterns when they are playing and spot things that 

happen again and again. Encourage your child to develop their ideas by grouping and by cause 

and effect.  

 

When your child plays this week can you ask your child lots of questions to help them to 

notice patterns and to make links in their learning. For example, why did that happen? Have 

you noticed that anywhere before? What size are all the pieces? Which shapes can you see? 

Where have you seen that shape before? What do you think will happen next? How do you 

know? What have you seen like that before?  

 

Encourage your child in their play and time with you to link things they have learnt at home 

with things they are doing at home by pointing out the links e.g. remember when you 

practised these words/sounds at school?  

 


