
Please find below some suggestions for activities you may like to do with your child at home this week.  

Please feel free to email any work done by your children to Mrs Callaghan or Miss Ings. We would love to see it! 

 

“A Pirates Life for Me!” – week 3 

 

Curriculum 

Area 

Activity Notes for Parents 

English – 

Reading 

 Be a real-life 

storyteller and read 

a familiar story to 

someone in your 

family, using lots of 

expression  

Chose a book that your child is very familiar with (even if they cannot read all the words, 

they just need to know the story.) Ask your child to read the story to someone in your family 

(they could read to a sibling) or film them reading and email it to your child’s teacher!  

 

Encourage your child to retell or read the story using different voices to make it as exciting 

as possible for the person listening to the story. It doesn’t matter if your child does not 

read all the words correctly, even if they make up the story the skill is making their voice 

interesting for the listener. This is a hard skill so praise your child when they have finished 

their re-telling.  

 

English – 

Writing  

 Write a pirate 

message in a bottle  

Imagine you have travelled to an island on a pirate ship. Imagine your pirate ship has sailed 

off and left you on the island, Can you write a message on a piece of paper to put into a 

bottle and imagine sending it out into the sea so that someone can find you and rescue you. 

Can you write about your island? What does it look like? Can you write a sentence to ask 

someone to rescue you? How can they do this? Will you give them a reward if they rescue 

you? 

 

 



Writing sentences  

Encourage your child to have a go at writing on their own.   

Encourage your child to use the phonics that they know to help them to write. Your child 

should say the sentence they want to write aloud and count on their fingers how many words 

they need to write. Your child should then say each word aloud one at a time and listen 

carefully to the sounds they can hear within the word. It does not matter if they cannot her 

them all. Your child should then write the sounds they can hear down to form each word.  E.g. 

your child might write  

Plees can you sv me.  (Please can you save me.)  
Encourage your child to write on their own as much as possible. They should be able to use 

finger spaces between each word and a full stop to end their sentence. Your child should be 

able to write about 4 or 5 independent sentences and then read them back to you.  

 

Extra support 

If your child finds writing hard, encourage having a go and writing the beginning or end 

sounds only that they can hear e.g.  

Ps cn yw sv m.  (Please can you save me.)  
Challenge 

If your child finds writing easy you can extend them by encouraging them to use adjectives 

to describe in more detail - e.g. Please can you bring a big strong boat to save me.  
Encourage your child to write at length, spelling words they know correctly (especially tricky 

words) and using capital letters to start sentences and for names.  

 

 Remember writing at this age is tricky and it is important to be positive. If your 

child has a good try, give them lots of encouragement and praise. 



Phonics   Work on Phonics set 

by your child’s 

phonics teacher 

Mrs Lewis Phonics group 

Practise the digraphs ie and oa (a digraph is 2 letters making 1 sound). Can your child make 

the sound and show the action to you? Can your child complete the attached sheets Phonics 

Phase 3 Mrs Lewis group ie and oa or write some of their own words containing the ‘ie’ and 

‘oa’ sounds?  

 

Miss Ings Phonics group  

Look at the trigraph “ear” (3 letters that make one sound). Can your child make the action 

and say the sound? Use the attached sheet “Phase 3 Roll and Read – ear” Roll a dice and 

read the word containing the ‘ear’ sound. Can your child say or write a sentence using some of 

the ‘ear’ words? 

 

Mrs Callaghan’s Phonics group  

See Phase 5 tricky words attached. Can your child read and spell all these words? Complete 

the attached Phase 5 wordsearch. If your child can already read and spell Phase 5 tricky 

words, encourage them to write a sentence on their own using each of the Phase 5 words. 

Can they use a capital letter and full stop in each of their sentences?  

 

All Phonics Groups 

Remember to keep practising reading and writing all the sounds sent home in your child’s 

individual phonics pack last term.  

 

Maths 

(Number) 

 Be able to halve 

numbers  

 

 

 

 

 

Look at the attached sheet Pirate Halving. Talk about how halving something means you 

share it equally between 2 people e.g.   

 

Half of 4  =     

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Complete pirate dot 

to dots and colour in 

using neat colouring  

                                          

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                         2 coins for this pirate                                                                        

2 coins for this pirate 

 

So, half of 4 = 2  

 

Get your child to halve a number to 20 practically, this could be with pirate coins, cars, dolls 

or anything you have at home.  

 

Complete the sheets – Pirate halving if you would like to check your child has understood.  

 

If your child finds this tricky 

Use numbers to 10 and only halve practically. Can you halve 8 cars by sharing the cars out? 

 

Challenge 

If your child finds this easy, can they halve numbers without using equipment? Can your child 

say if the answer is an odd or an even number? Can your child half using larger numbers?  

 

 

 

Complete a pirate dot to dot sheet by ordering the numbers and colouring in neatly. Use a 

dot to dot with appropriate numbers for your child. These range from numbers to 13 to 

numbers to 100.  

 



Maths (Shape 

space and 

Measure)  

 Recognise British 

coins from 1p - £2 

Use the attached sheet Maths SSM British coins  or even better real coins. Can your child 

make a rubbing of each coin? Talk to your child about the value of each coin. Look closely at 

the number written on each coin. Can your child recognise each coin when you point to it 

(using coins up to £2)? 

 

Challenge 

Can your child order coins to £2 in value order from the least value to the most value? Does 

your child know that £1 is the same as 100 pennies?  

Personal, social 

and emotional 

development  

 Play a new board 

game together  

 

 

 

 

 

Play a new board game together that you have at home. You could use the Snakes and 

Ladders Game attached or a game that you have at home. Can your child learn a new game 

and then explain how to play to someone else in your family?  

 

 

 

Physical 

Development  

Fine Motor skills  

 Peel and cut fruit to 

make a healthy snack  

 

 

Gross Motor Skills  

 Play “Pirate Pete 

Says” 

Use the attached sheet “Fruity Pirate Ship” to make a tasty snack. Encourage your child to 

try to peel their own fruit, cut and slice their own fruit (with supervision). Get creative and 

make a tasty and healthy treat for your family. Mrs Callaghan and Miss Ings would love to 

see photos of what you make! Perhaps your child could even try a new fruit.  

 

Play a game of “Pirate Pete Says” (based on Simon Says) e.g. ask your child to move in 

different ways using the sentence “Pirate Pete says jump up and down….” “Pirate Pete says 

put your hands on your head” “Pirate Pete says hop on one leg across the room”. Occasionally 

give a way of moving without saying Pirate Pete e.g. “skip around the room” – if your child 

does it then they lose a pirate point. First one to 10 pirate points wins! We play Simon Says 

in school a lot so the children should be used to this. 

 

 

 



Communication 

and Language 

 Be able to change 

your voice for 

different situations  

Talk to your child about quiet and loud voices. Can your child talk to you about when we might 

need to use a loud voice? When do we need to use a louder voice? Give your child the 

challenge of using a quiet/loud voice for a while. Are they able to whisper? You could spend 

the day talking quietly – how long can your child keep it up?  

 

 

 

 

Understanding 

the World 

 

 Experiment to find 

out the best 

material to make a 

pirate ship’s sail 

See the attached sheet – UW Science Experiment Ship Sails. Can you find out which 

material is the best to make a pirate ship sail? You could try 

paper/newspaper/cotton/plastic or get creative with your own ideas. Can you record what 

you found out by drawing a picture or writing a sentence about it?   

 

 

Expressive Art 

and Design  

 Make a pirate using a 

toilet roll tube  

 

 

 Design your own 

pirate flag 

 

 

 

 Learn to sing a new 

pirate song 

See atached sheet EAD cardbaord tube pirate. Get creative and design your own pirate, 

Miss Ings and Mrs Callaghan would love to see what you have made so feel free to email 

photos to us!  

 

Look at a picture of a pirate flag. Can you design a flag of your own. You could draw a picture 

of your favourite things to put onto your flag. Which colours will you use? You could use a 

piece of paper or the attached sheet “Design your own Pirate Flag” 

 

 

Learn a pirate song! Can you learn a new song – see atached sheet Pirate Jobs Song  

 

 

 

 



Characteristics 

of Effective 

Learning  

 Active Learning 

 
 I am very happy at 

achieving what I set 

out to do 

 

 

 

 

 Can your child tell you about Mr Happy? Mr Happy is a good learner as he is proud of what 

he does.  

 

Encourage your child to develop their confidence skills this week by talking about what they 

can do that makes them happy or proud. Has your child coloured a picture they are proud of? 

Have they made a model this week that they did by theselves. Can you take a photo and email 

it to your child’s teacher. Why is your child proud of it?  

 

Your child should now be beginning to learn to be proud of how they achieved something not 

just the end result. Can you talk to your child about how they made something or what they 

needed to do to achieve a target. Your child should also be learning at this age to be proud 

of achieving for their own benefit and not just to get rewards or praise. Encourage your 

child to recognise when they have done something new or difficult and talk about the 

feelings of pride they had.  

 

 


